LBJ Thinks JFK’s Holdovers 



Washington (UPI) — Former President Lyn- 
da B. Johnson feels that the holdover staff from 
th< Kennedy administration “undermined” his 
administration and “bored from within to create 
prblems for us.” 

He also accused the holdovers of leaking 
slatted information to newsmen. 

;The LBJ interview was the third in a series 
wjh Columbia Broadcasting System’s Walter 
Cjonkite, shown Saturday sight. 

j Asked to amplify on his painful moments, 
Johnson said: 

. I “Well, the difference in viewpoints and the 
very fact that some of the people who served did 
not share either the desire or the hopes that I. 
had for the country and for the government, and 
that they, in effect, undermined the administra- 
tion and bored from within to create problems 
for us and leaked information that was slanted 
and things of that nature. 

None Named 

“A good many of them resigned at certain 
periods and left the impression that the govern- 
ment was not in keeping with their views and so 
forth.” 

Johnson did not name anybody, but said: “I 
endured some handicaps and I suffered some 



heartaches, some disappointments, because of 
my desire to try to present a united front and let 
nothing that I did create an excuse for division.” 

He rejected the idea that Robert F. Kennedy 
had led a clique with a political objective within \ 
the administration. “I don’t believe that all of' 
those who left,” Johnson said, “left because 
someone directed or urged them to. I think they 
were grief-stricken.” 

He did say later in the interview, however: “I 
think there must have been a calculated effort on 
somebody’s part, I don’t know who, to try to 
make it appear that I didn’t get along with the 
president’s staff, although I employed them and 
asked them to continue to serve me and they 
did.” 

‘Terrifying’ 

Johnson also revealed that he was concerned 
about the fatal trip to Dallas by John F. Kennedy 
at the time it was being planned and rejected 
reports that Kennedy had planned to dump him 
as vice president in the 1964 election. 

His “first thought” when he learned that he 
was president, Johnson said, was “that this is a 
terrifying thing that may have international 
consequences, that this might be an international 
conspiracy of some kind.” 
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